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mayneverfill (aviable seedma~ neter
developwithin theoutercoveringofthe
seed) Beforeharvestinaasize.seedheaha
shouldbesampledfor fill andgermination
rate,to determineeconomicfeasibilityU
harvest.A seedwhichhasfilled is plums
andvery brittle andwill snaptakenbcnz
An unfilled seedis very soft andpliable,and
wdl not snapor breakwhenbent.Light seed
weightand awusmakeharvestwrit
conventionalequipmentd;fficuit. Native
standsofwiregrasshavebeenhanested
successfldlyb~ the P12MGwith theFlail
Var SeedStripper

S ed rwj in In andConditi(~ zipj. Seed
<a r it va r ,rde ak endinaon
cirmatic conditions,burnmanagementa in

eo’lectronsite nattoratorycermiration tests
conductedattheP12MGon Florida
accessionsproducedgenninationratesof P
to 48%.Greenhousegemmanor,rates
averaged32%.Parrozt(1967).rvorYn~ with
NorthCarohnawriegsasspopulations.
conductedseveralgerminatrorexperinrents.
He foundthat this pooularionofnrregraas
germinatedbetween58 j93 F, with
optrnzumgermInationoceuning he~txann 85
- 9=F. Healsothunethat one-year-oldseed
germinatedmorequILls thanten ted
ahichmayindinaresomedoimancy.

Seedcan be delrailed usinga debeardet
or harnmesmi0.A n air-screencleanercan
thenheusedto separateseedfrom ci’aft
Winregrassseedis brittle andeasilydamaged
in the deheazdiugprocess.

FL shelfhid oft ‘iregrassapperrato hi.
threeormoreyearswrdem ideatconnittons
(45-STF and45 5503 humidity) A gay
fungusis oftenobservedor wireerassseed
however,useffect on seedviaothty is
unki .OWO.

:ne’srun.regimeastheplnuogsite. There‘s
someevidencethat seedha wettedtnwn
fiatwoodssitesestablisheshey on m )i5~

srtes arid seedgatheredfront smdhill sites
establishesbeston drier sites Moreresearca
will needto beconductedto determineuf
this is mn fact thecase

Wiregrasshasbeendirectseededon a
taricty of sitesthroughoutFlorida,with
nirsedsuccess(Bisseti I 996: seealso
AppendixAl Seedlingslack vigor, and
germinationandestablishmentareseverely
inhibitedby weedcompetitron.Introduced
pasturegrassesout-competeit iregrass
seedlingstherefore.olantrugsitesshouldbe
asfreeof needsarid inrriluc.edgrass
~peeiesaspossible

fiaklusgkVhusaggrunnr rt hasbeenwell
eszabhshedthatwiregrassmustundergoa
growingseasonburnto flower andproduce
viableseed(SeamonandN4yers.1992).
However,themonthof burningappearsto
havea profoundfurpacton seed“iabihtv
ueedviability appearsto be highestwherm
nativestandsof wiregrassareburnedduring
rite mortrhsof May throughJuly (personal
eon’espondencewith Tim Pittinan,11.
Division of Forestry) TheP12MG
personnelhaveobser’sedthata sandhmlltile
in centralFloridaburnedin Fetmary.
floweredabundantlyhowever seed
vrabihwwas9%. When thissttewasbunted
rn earl Mat, gerinina~onurereasedto 2%.
A stindarnearbysire burnedin lateJunehal
~cern-imanonrateof 12% AsIc front
burningdaresclimate arid availablesod
n mstureappearto i-avea strona4afluenee
an seedproduction.Wiregrasspopu)alionn
in flatwoodsareasthathadundergone
growingseasenbuntshadmuchhi eher
aernainationratestWin thoseltz,tedabovefor
thesundhmllsites.

Propogaritynby Iggd’ Carebold be taken
in eoieuseedfrom hahitaswuth thetime

is



Wiregrass
Aristidaszriaa:vbchx.
Floridapop~x1ationswererecenti)

recognizedasa separatespecies,Ariuida
bevrk:hutnaTin. & Rupr,by seine
bDtanists}

tA~QuQ~i9AI~rn§~ P&nehrndthreeawn

~g~s~jpIkn~n1§b=yk4hQgtt~~L<~
C.oo} seawt~nerennia~.bunchgrass.1~eaf
bladesarerarrowandmAied inward (wire~

to 2& inchesiong. \1egexative
growth begins~aPwintex. Its speciesuai~
be distinQui6hedfrom Muhienhergia
ccspHa~28 andSporoboJustuncuisspec~cs
by the~waUtuft of PaWatte upperside of
theleafblade,whcrejk meetsthe1~at sheath.

Seed~taU~are I to 3 feettall. The
teedheadsarea namele.10 to 12 inenes
song.Springandearly summerburning
inducesflowering. Sttd is npc. in tWvembex
and Decernbei.<The colleettorix~xindow lass
~everaiweeks

~abjta: AdaiAcc 10 a broadrangeofscii
andmoistureregijrw~s, from wet flatwoodsto
tongkafpinc~turk~)oak sandhifls.

KI=~:~Wiregrassb eu~1swM1k~d an ~mpeitani
component&~ ~Aneia’idhahitAts because3f

dsabi~it\ t~ tirt~. it ±at~ve~liuaticps,
YVhegrasscarArxbutesa largeperzen1aLeof
Ow be) for uuderstorv bu~nmartagetneat
pmg~ams. Nexx gro~~th is readilygrazedby
1i~ eswckdUCT a burn. Wircgrassabo
rqmvidescoverandnestini~ sites icr xVidiujt
(Tharpeand(2w-Ps,1988>

Sc~IQ&PecAow PipeseedarccylindrKai
in shape,1/4 inch tongor kss,arid lessthan
1 16 inchwide with ibreeaxtim (1(4inch
10mgor mo=e)attachedat oneend.If burned

the growingseasoitv~ tregrassviA
often f~¼s4erprodigiousiy PrQducm~tn
abundaswe.,~is~d how~wer,hesese&i
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